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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

■ Claims 3, 15, 17, 20, 23-29, 30-31, 34, 46, 48, 51, 54-59, 60-62, and 64-68 are withdrawn 
(see below). 

■ Claims 1-68 are pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

[1] Claims 3, 20, 23-28, 30-31, 34, 51, 54-59, 61-62, 64-68 are withdrawn by applicant from 
fiirther consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention and 
species, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. AppUcant timely did not traverse the 
restriction (election) requirement in the reply filed on 6/22/2007; so therefore, the election is 
treated as an election without traverse. Further, the examiner has also withdrawn claims 15, 46 
(and depending claims 17, 48) since the frangible elements from claim 15 and 46 are only fr)und 
and disclosed in other non-elected figures (such as that from figs. 1-2 and 7-8); as well as claims 
29 and 60 since the stopper as claimed is fr)und and disclosed in only non-elected figures of 5-6 
and 7-8. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Objections 

[2] Claims 14 and 45 are objected to because of the following informalities: "parallelly" 
should be "parallel". 

Claims 16 and 47 are objected to because of the following informalities: "a third outer 
thread" is claimed, but first and second threads have not been defined in the instant claim or 
dependent ones therefrom. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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[3] Claims 1 1 and 42 recites the limitation "said second outer threads" in the instant claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim and dependent one 
therefrom. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

[4] The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed pubUcation in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date ofapplication for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

[5] Claims 1-2, 4-10, 13-14, 16, 18-19, 21-22, 32-33, 35-41, 45, 47, 49-50, 52-53, and 63 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Smith, US-5,690,454, because the invention 
was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, or in public use or 
on sale in this country more than one (1) year prior to the application for patent in the United 
States. 

The shape and appearance of Smith is identical in all material respects to that of the 
claimed design, Hupp v. Siroflex of America Inc., 122 F.3d 1456, 43 USPQ2d 1887 (Fed. Cir. 
1997). 

As for Claim 1, Smith discloses of an anchor (110) for mounting to a hollow wall, 
comprising a proximal end adapted to be engaged by a rotatable tool to rotate said anchor about a 
longitudinal axis thereof and to cause it to gradually engage a wall, a distal end (118) adapted to 
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cut through the wall as said anchor is rotated, and a shank between said proximal and distal ends, 
said shank including at least one expandable leg (1 14), said expandable leg being in a collapsed 
position thereof when said anchor is rotated to mount it to the wall and being located distally past 
a rear surface of the wall once said anchor is mounted to the wall, said anchor including outer 
threads (outside of 112, threads between 116 and 114, and 120), said anchor being adapted to 
receive therein a threaded fastener (46) and to threadably engage the same distally of said leg 
such that sufficient rotation of the threaded fastener retracts said distal end towards said proximal 
end thereby causing said leg to displace to a laterally expanded position thereof 

Re: Claim 2, wherein said anchor (1 10) is made of a molded unitary construction. 

Re: Claim 4, wherein said shank comprises, distally of said leg, a tubular section (118) 
defining a first inner thread (inside 118, see fig. 44C) adapted to be thradably engaged by the 
threaded fastener (46). 

Re: Claim 5, wherein said distal end (118) defines a second inner thread adapted to be 
threadably engaged by the threaded fastener (inside 118 has two threads). 

Re: Claim 6, wherein said first and second inner threads (threads inside 118) are 
substantially continuous and have a same pitch. 

Re: Claim 7, wherein said distal end (118) defines an opening through which the threaded 
fastener (46) can extend. 

Re: Claim 8, wherein said outer threads (outside of 1 12, threads between 116 and 1 14, 
and 120) include a first outer thread (outside of 1 12) provided on said shank between said 
proximal end and said leg (114) and engaged in the wall when said leg (1 14) is in said expanded 
position. 
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Re: Claim 9, wherein said outer threads (outside of 1 12, thread between 1 16 and 1 14, and 
120) include a second outer thread (120) provided between said leg (114) and said distal end 
(118). 

Re: Claim 10, wherein said shank comprises, distally said leg, a tubular section (118) 
adapted to be threaded ably engaged by the threaded fastener (46), said second outer thread (120) 
being provided around said tubular section (118). 

Re: Claim 13, wherein said proximal end comprises a flanged head defining a recess for 
engageably receiving the rotatable tool. 

Re: Claim 14, wherein there are provided at least two said legs (1 14), said legs (1 14) 
extending substantially parallelly in said collapsed position. 

Re: Claim 16, wherein said outer threads (outside of 1 12, threads between 116 and 114, 
and 120) include a third outer thread (threads between 116 and 114) provided around said legs 
(114), and adapted in said expanded position to extend at least partly into the rear surface of the 
wall. 

Re: Claim 18, wherein each said leg (114) comprises a distal and a proximal section 
adapted to outwardly fold when passing fi-om said collapsed to said expanded positions. 

Re: Claim 19, wherein said proximal and distal sections are connected by a pivot 
(depression found between the threads found between 1 16 and 1 14). 

Re: Claim 21, wherein said distal and proximal sections are substantially of a same length 
at least in said collapsed position, such that, in said expanded position, said proximal and distal 
sections extend outwardly in substantially close relationship. 
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Re: Claim 22, wherein there are provided four legs (1 14), said legs (1 14) being similar 
and being disposed such as to deploy in a substantially cruciform patter. 

As for Claim 32, Smith discloses of anchor assembly for mounting to a hollow wall, 
comprising a threaded fastener (46) and an anchor (110); said anchor including a proximal end 
adapted to be engaged by a rotatable tool to rotate said anchor about a longitudinal axis thereof 
and to cause it to gradually engage a wall, a distal end (118) adapted to cut through the wall as 
said anchor is rotated, and a shank between said proximal and distal ends, said shank including at 
least one expandable leg (114), said expandable leg being in a collapsed position thereof when 
said anchor is rotated to mount it to the wall and being located distally past a rear surface of the 
wall once said anchor is mounted to the wall, said anchor including outer threads (outside of 1 12, 
threads between 116 and 114, and 120), said anchor being adapted to receive therein said 
threaded fastener (46) and to threadably engage the same distally of said leg (114) such that 
sufficient rotation of said threaded fastener retracts said distal end towards said proximal end 
thereby causing said leg to displace to a laterally expanded position thereof 

Re: Claim 33, wherein said anchor (1 10) is made of a molded unitary construction. 

Re: Claim 35, wherein said shank comprises, distally of said leg, a tubular section (118) 
defining a first inner thread (inside 118, see fig. 44C) adapted to be thradably engaged by the 
threaded fastener (46). 

Re: Claim 36, wherein said distal end (118) defines a second inner thread adapted to be 
threadably engaged by the threaded fastener (inside 118 has two threads). 

Re: Claim 37, wherein said first and second inner threads (threads inside 118) are 
substantially continuous and have a same pitch. 
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Re: Claim 38, wherein said distal end defines an opening through which the threaded 
fastener (46) can extend. 

Re: Claim 39, wherein said outer threads (outside of 1 12, threads between 1 16 and 1 14, 
and 120) include a first outer thread (outside of 1 12) provided on said shank between said 
proximal end and said leg (114) and engaged in the wall when said leg (1 14) is in said expanded 
position. 

Re: Claim 40, wherein said outer threads (outside of 1 12, threads between 116 and 114, 
and 120) include a second outer thread (120) provided between said leg (114) and said distal end. 

Re: Claim 4 1 , wherein said shank comprises, distally said leg, a tubular section (118) 
adapted to be threaded ably engaged by the threaded fastener (46), said second outer thread (120) 
being provided around said tubular section (118). 

Re: Claim 44, wherein said proximal end comprises a flanged head defining a recess for 
engageably receiving the rotatable tool. 

Re: Claim 45, wherein there are provided at least two said legs (114), said legs (114) 
extending substantially parallelly in said collapsed position. 

Re: Claim 47, wherein said outer threads (outside of 1 12, threads between 116 and 114, 
and 120) include a third outer thread (threads between 116 and 1 14) provided around said legs 
(114), and adapted in said expanded position to extend at least partly into the rear surface of the 
wall. 

Re: Claim 49, wherein each said leg (114) comprises a distal and a proximal section 
adapted to outwardly fold when passing fi-om said collapsed to said expanded positions. 
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Re: Claim 50, wherein said proximal and distal sections are connected by a pivot 
(depression found between the threads found between 116 and 114). 

Re: Claim 52, wherein said distal and proximal sections are substantially of a same length 
at least in said collapsed position, such that, in said expanded position, said proximal and distal 
sections extend outwardly in substantially close relationship. 

Re: Claim 53, wherein there are provided four legs (1 14), said legs (1 14) being similar 
and being disposed such as to deploy in a substantially cruciform patter. 

As for Claim 63, DE 19720406 discloses of anchor (110) for mounting to a hollow wall, 
comprising a proximal end adapted to be engaged by a rotatable tool to rotate said anchor about a 
longitudinal axis thereof and to cause it to gradually engage a wall, a distal end and a shank 
between said proximal and distal ends, said shank including at least one expandable means (114), 
said expandable means (114) being in a collapsed position thereof when said anchor is rotated to 
mount it to the wall, said anchor including outer threads (outside of 1 12, threads between 116 
and 114, and 120), said anchor being adapted to receive therein a threaded fastener (46) and to 
threadably engage the same distally of said expandable means such that sufficient rotation of the 
threaded fastener retracts said distal end towards said proximal end thereby causing said 
expandable means to displace to a laterally expanded position thereof behind the wall. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
[6] Claims 11-12 and 42-43 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

[7] The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The following patents are cited further to show the state of the art with respect to this 
particular type of fastener: please see submitted notice of reference cited. 
[8] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David C. Reese whose telephone number is (571) 272-7082. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am-6:00 pm Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached at (571) 272-6987. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is the following: (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

David Reese 

/D. C. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3677 

/Victor Batson/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3677 



